as possible. Most rooms are doubles without private bath. 
Persons willing to find their own accommodations off- 
campus should so indicate when they apply. There are no 
accommodations on campus for families or for camping, 
but cabins, farms, apartments and campgrounds in the 
surrounding communities are usually available. A housing 
directory prepared by the Conference Secretary will help 
Conference members locate such housing on their own, if 
they desire. Off-campus housing arrangements should be 
made as early as possible. 


Meals: Meals are served at stated times in the dining room 
of the Inn, which is operated and staffed by Middlebury 
College under the supervision of a dietitian. No individual 
provisions can be made in the dining room for persons 
who require special diets. The first meal served is lunch on 
Tuesday; the last meal is lunch on Sunday. 


RECREATION 


For those who enjoy outdoor life, the Writers’ Conference 
is ideally located in the Green Mountain National Forest, 
1500 feet above sea level. Tennis courts and fields for 
croquet and softball are at hand. Hiking, swimming, horse- 
back riding and golf are available nearby. Bread Loaf is a 
self-contained community; the full round of Conference 
activities and varied recreational opportunities make it 
self-sufficient. 


TRANSPORTATION 


The Bread Loaf campus is twelve miles from Middlebury, 
which is on U.S. Route 7, halfway between Burlington and 
Rutland, Vermont. 


Conference members not arriving by car will find con- 
venient bus (via Greyhound or Vermont Transit Lines) 
and air (via Burlington International Airport) connections. 
Bus schedules will be supplied upon request. The nearest 
railway service is to Albany, N.Y., or to Essex Junction, 
Vt., near Burlington. The Conference taxi will meet all 
busses in Middlebury on August 16. 


The Conference runs a daily taxi service to Middlebury 
and back, so that it is not necessary for Conference mem- 
bers to use their own cars or local taxis for this trip. 


CORRESPONDENCE 


For more general information about both Writers’ Confer- 
ence and School of English, write for the publication en- 
titled ‘Bread Loaf: School of English and Writers’ Con- 
ference.’ 


Correspondence concerning admission, fees, travel, etc., 
should be addressed to: Writers’ Conference, Middlebury 
College, Middlebury, Vt. 05753. Telephone: (until 8/15) 
(802) 388-7662; (after 8/15) (802) 388-7946. 


Middlebury College complies with the 1964 Civil Rights act and does not 
discriminate on the basis of sex, race, color, national or ethnic origin 
or religion in carrying out college activities. 
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PROGRAM 


The Conference schedule divides in two parts. During the 
first half, each Staff member will speak about writing as 
a craft or skill, and will conduct discussion groups (sup- 
ported by a Staff Assistant or a Fellow) in some aspect of 
craft. During the second half, workshops in poetry, fiction, 
nonfiction, and writing for children will convene to con- 
sider Contributors’ manuscripts. The emphasis shifts, then, 
from theory to practice. Interspersed throughout the Con- 
ference there will be lectures and panels on writing as a 
trade or profession, conducted by visiting editors, agents, 
publishers, and writers, and sometimes by resident Staff. 
For example, in recent years among the visiting lecturers 
and guests have been Anatole Broyard (N.Y. Times), Rob- 
ert Brustein (Yale School of Drama), Diane Divoky 
(Learning), Walter Goodman (N.Y. Times), Paul Gray 
(Time), Hilda Gregory (Prairie Schooner), Daniel Hal- 
pern (Antaeus), James Landis (William Morrow & Co.), 
Margaret McElderry (Atheneum), Richard Marek (Dial), 
Georges Borchardt and Perry Knowlton (authors’ repre- 
sentatives). Each evening a Staff member or visiting 
writer will either read or talk about some aspect of writing 
of vital concern to him or her. In addition, during the 
second half of the Conference, each Contributor will meet 
with the Staff member or the Staff Assistant who has read 
his or her manuscript. This private conference is a close 
critique of a limited amount of material. 


The Weekly Reader Children’s Book Club Lectureship in 
Writing for Children will be held jointly this year by 
Nancy Willard and Hilma Wolitzer. 





ADMISSION 


I. Classes of Membership 


Contributors: Those who wish to bring manuscripts for 
criticism by Staff members should apply for admission as 
Contributors. Contributors are asked to submit, at the time 
of application, examples of the kind of writing for which 
they will later expect Staff criticism. Contributors should 
submit writing in only one field. The forms of writing that 
the Conference can consider are: poetry, fiction, nonfic- 
tion, writing for children. Publications, work in progress, 
or completed manuscripts may be sent with the applica- 
tion. The Directors reserve the right to limit the material 
submitted at the Conference by a Contributor. 


Auditors: Auditors do not bring manuscripts for Staff criti- 
cism; otherwise their privileges are in no way different from 
those of Contributors. Those who do not wish to submit 
manuscripts should apply for admission as Auditors. 


Ii. Application 


Selection: Both Contributors and Auditors (about 100 of 
each) are subject to selection. The basis of admission for 
a Contributor will be examples of work submitted with the 
application. Publication is not a requirement for considera- 
tion. The basis of admission for an Auditor will be evi- 
dence the applicant offers of serious literary interest such 
as published work or active concern with writing, or the 
teaching of writing or literature. 

Procedure: Both Contributors and Auditors should return 


the completed application form to: Bread Loaf Writers’ 
Conference, Middlebury College, Middlebury, Vt. 05753. 
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In addition, those applying as Contributors should include 
examples of the kind of writing they would like, if ad- 
mitted, to bring to Bread Loaf. 


All manuscripts must be clearly typewritten and will be re- 
turned only if accompanied by a self-addressed envelope 
and full postage. Return address should be full and clear. 
Because some time may pass before manuscripts can be 
returned, it will be an advantage to keep copies. The Con- 
ference assumes no responsibility for lost manuscripts. 


Applications are accepted only for the whole session. No 
reduction of rates is offered for part-time attendance. The 
Conference reserves the right to request the withdrawal of 
any member. 


1977 EXPENSES 


Tuition: Contributors, $265; Auditors, $235 
Board, $85; Room, $50 
Total: Contributors, $400; Auditors, $370 


Deposit: A non-refundable deposit of $50, credited to the 
total charges, will be payable within two weeks after the 
applicant receives notification of acceptance. Receipt of 
this deposit will assure the applicant of a place at the Con- 
ference until August 1. Bills for the balance of the fees 
are mailed on July 1, payable within the month. After 
August 1, any accepted member who has not paid the total 
bill will be placed on a waiting list and vacancies filled as 
payment is received. 


FINANCIAL AID 


Waiters: There are twenty-four scholarships for young per- 
sons willing to earn room, board, and part of their tuition 
by waiting on table. These scholarships are awarded in a 
competition to those who show unusual promise as writers. 
Application blanks may be obtained by writing to the 
Conference Secretary. 


Fellowships and Scholarships: Fellowships, and scholarship 
assistance, have been made available by friends and by the 
Conference Endowment Fund. Fellowships pay all regular 
charges, but not traveling expenses. Normally, scholarship 
assistance is for full or partial tuition. 


The policies by which Fellowships and scholarship assist- 
ance are awarded are contained in the booklet ‘Bread Loaf: 
School of English and Writers’ Conference. Put briefly, 
personal applications are not accepted; candidates are 
nominated by an editor, teacher, literary agent or well- 
known writer. Nominations are made informally, in a let- 
ter to one of the Directors; deadline for nomination is 
March 15. 


ROOM AND BOARD 


Accommodations: Rooms will be ready for occupancy on 
Tuesday, August 16. Because the number of applications 
will exceed by far the housing facilities at Bread Loaf, 
those who seriously intend to come and, above all, those 
who require special room assignments must apply as early 
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MARVIN BELL, poet, teaches 
at The University of Iowa. His 
books are Things We Dreamt 
We Died For, A Probable Vol- 
ume of Dreams, The Escape In- 
to You, Residue of Song and, in 
1977, Stars Which See, Stars 
Which Do Not See. He has been 
the recipient of a Guggenheim 
Fellowship in poetry, the La- 
mont Award from the Academy 
of American Poets, and an 
Emily Clark Balch Prize from 
The Virginia Quarterly Review. 
He contributes a tri-annual col- 
umn, “Homage to the Runner,” 
to The American Poetry Review. 





EDWARD A. MARTIN, Ad- 
ministrative Director of the 
Conference, teaches writing and 
literature courses at Middlebury 
College, and has taught previ- 
ously at Hunter College. His 
articles and reviews have ap- 
peared in Sewanee Review, 
South Atlantic Quarterly, Texas 
Studies in Literature and Lan- 
guage, and Walt Whitman Re- 
view. He is writing a book on 
the art and the effect of satire 
by H. L. Mencken, Sinclair 
Lewis, Ring Lardner, and Don 
Marquis. 
































MARK STRAND, poet, has 
published five books of poetry: 
Sleeping With One Eye Open; 
Reasons for Moving; Darker; 
The Story of Our Lives; and 
The Sargentville Notebook. His 
books of translation include 18 
Poems from the Quechna; The 
Owl’s Insomnia, a selection of 
poems of Rafael Alberti; and 
Souvenir of The Ancient World, 
a selection of poems of Carlos 
Drummond de Andrade. He has 
held fellowships from the Na- 
tional Endowment for the Arts, 
and the Rockefeller and Gug- 
genheim Foundations. 










































































STANLEY ELKIN, novelist and 
short story writer, teaches at 
Washington University in St. 
Louis. His novels are Boswell, 
A Bad Man, The Dick Gibson 
Show and The Franchiser. He 
has also published a collection 
of short stories, Criers and Ki- 
bitzers, Kibitzers and Criers and 
a book of novellas, Searches and 
Seizures. He is currently work- 
ing on a new novel, George 
Mills. A Guggenheim Fellow, he 
has received grants from the 
Rockefeller Foundation, the Na- 
tional Institute of Arts and Let- 
ters, and the National Endow- 
ment for the Humanities. 


WILLIAM MEREDITH, poet, 
teaches at Connecticut College. 
He has taught at Princeton and 
at the Bread Loaf School of 
English. He has been Secretary 
of the National Institute of 
Arts and Letters. His books of 
poetry are Love Letter from an 
Impossible Land, Ships and 
Other Figures, The Open Sea 
and Other Poems, The Wreck 
of the Thresher and Other 
Poems, Earth Walk: New and 
Selected Poems and Hazard, the 
Painter, published in 1975. He 
has translated the poems of 
Apollinaire and has edited a 
selected Shelley. 





NANCY WILLARD is a fiction 
writer and poet. Her published 
work includes Childhood of the 
Magician (short stories), Testi- 
mony of the Invisible Man (crit- 
icism), Skin of Grace, 19 Masks 
for a Naked Poet, A New Her- 
ball, Carpenter of the Sun 
(poetry), The Merry History of 
a Christmas Pie, Sailing to Cy- 
thera, The Snow Rabbit, All on 
a May Morning, Strangers 
Bread, and Simple Pictures Are 
Best (children’s books). She 
teaches at Vassar. 









































JOHN GARDNER is a novelist, 
short story writer, poet, and crit- 
ic. His novels are The Resurrec- 
tion, The Wreakage of Agathon, 
Grendel, The Sunlight Dialogues, 
Nickel Mountain, The King’s In- 
dian and October Light. He has 
also written books on medieval 
drama, Old English Poetry, and 
Geoffrey Chaucer. A Guggen- 
heim Fellow, he has held Na- 
tional Endowment for the Hu- 
manities and American Acade- 
my of Arts and Letters awards. 
He has taught at Oberlin, San 
Francisco State, Southern Illinois 
University, ‘and Bennington. 


TONI MORRISON is a novel- 
ist, nonfiction writer, and editor. 
She has taught English at Texas 
Southern University’ and How- 
ard University. Since 1965 she 
has been a senior editor at 
Random House in New York. 
Her writings include two novels: 
The Bluest Eye, and Sula, which 
was nominated for a National 
Book Award. She has also writ- 
ten reviews and articles for 
MS. Magazine, The New York 
Times Book Review and The 
New York Times Magazine. Her 
third novel will be published this 
fall. 


GEOFFREY WOLFF, nonfic- 
tion writer and novelist, has 
taught at Princeton. His novels 
are Bad Debts and The Sight- 
seer; a new novel, Inklings, will 
be published this year. His most 
recent book is Black Sun, a bi- 
ography of Harry Crosby. He 
has held fellowships from the 
National Endowment for the 
Humanities and the Guggen- 
heim Foundation. His essays, 
stories, and reviews have ap- 
peared in Newsweek, The New 
York Times, Saturday Review, 
Atlantic Monthly, Esquire, New 
Republic, American Scholar, 
and others. 
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JOHN IRVING is the author of 
the novels Setting Free the 
Bears, The Water-Method Man 
and the 158-Pound Marriage. 
His fiction has appeared in Es- 
quire, Playboy, Antaeus and 
other magazines. He has been 
awarded Fellowships by the 
Guggenheim and Rockefeller 
Foundations and by the Na- 
tional Endowment for the Arts. 
For three years he was a Visit- 
ing Lecturer at the University 
of Iowa, and now teaches at 
Mount Holyoke. His new novel, 
The World According to Garp, 
will be published late this year. 


ROBERT PACK, poet and Di- 
rector, teaches at Middlebury 
College. A former Fulbright 
Fellow, recipient of National 
Institute of Arts and Letters 
and Borestone Mountain Poetry 
Awards, his books of poetry are: 
The Irony of Joy, A Stranger’s 
Privilege, Guarded by Women, 
Selected Poems, Home from the 
Cemetery, Nothing But Light, 
and Keeping Watch. He has 
published three books of poetry 
for children, a critical study of 
the poetry of Wallace Stevens, 
and is co-editor of New Poets of 
England and America. 











HILMA WOLITZER published 
her first novel, Ending, in 1974. 
A Guggenheim Fellow this year, 
she completed a new novel, In 
The Flesh. She has published 
short stories in Saturday Eve- 
ning Post, New American Re- 
view, and Esquire. She has writ- 
ten two novels for young read- 
ers, Introducing Shirley Braver- 
man and Out Of Love, and non- 
fiction articles have been pub- 
lished in Cosmopolitan and The 
Ladies’ Home Journal. A Bread 
Loaf Scholar in 1970, she held 
the William Raney Fellowship in 
1974, and was a Staff Assistant 
in 1975 and 1976. 





















































MAXINE KUMIN, poet and 
novelist, is the author of Half- 
way, The Privilege, The Night- 
mare Factory, Up Country 
(winner of the Pulitzer Prize for 
1973) and House, Bridge, 
Fountain, Gate, all books of 
poetry. Her novels are: Through 
Dooms of Love, The Passions of 
Uxport, The Abduction, and 
The Designated Heir. She has 
taught at Tufts, Columbia, 
Brandeis, Princeton, and the 
University of Massachusetts. 
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CHARLES SIMIC, poet, teaches 
at the University of New Hamp- 
shire. His books include Dis- 
mantling the Silence, White, Re- 
turn to a Place Lit by a Glass of 
Milk, Biography and a Lament, 
and Charon’s Cosmology. Trans- 
lator of poems by Ivan Lalic and 
Vasko Popa, he is editor, with 
Mark Strand, of Another Re- 
public. His poems have appeared 
in The New Yorker, Antioch 
Review, Antaeus, Paris Review, 
and others. A Guggenheim Fel- 
low, he has received National 
Endowment for the Arts and 
National Institute of Arts and 
Letters awards. 





STAFF ASSISTANTS 

Terrence Des Pres: The Sur- 
vivor (nonfiction); teaches at 
Colgate; Fellow, National Hu- 
manities Institute at Yale. 


Richard Ford: A Piece of My 
Heart (fiction); has taught at 
Michigan and Goddard; Fellow, 
University of Michigan Society 
of Fellows. 


Tess Gallagher: Instructions to 
the Double (poetry); teaches at 
Kirkland College (NY); has 
taught at Hopi Indian Reserva- 
tion in Arizona. 


Carol Muske: Camouflage (po- 
etry); assistant editor for An- 
taeus, teaches at New School 
and New York University. 


Tim O’Brien: Northern Lights, 
If I Die in a Combat Zone; re- 
ceived Massachusetts Arts and 
Humanities Foundation Fiction 
Fellowship. 


Ira Sadoff: Settling Down (po- 
etry); taught at Hampshire Col- 
lege; former editor of Seneca 
Review; winner 1976 O. Henry 
Prize. 
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